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The wext Register will be published on 
Saturday, the 19th of July, containing “ 4 
Letter to Lord Viscount Sidmouth, on his Cir 
cular to the Lords Lieutenant, dated on the .7th 
of March, 18'!7 ; and on divers other maite 
relating to the situation and the contrivances of 
the Boroughmongers.” 

The last nine mouths of the Political 
Register, consisting of Forty Two penny 
Numbers, from July 6 to April 5, have 
been re-printed in one large volume, at the 
price of seven shillings, bound in boards. 

Paper acainstT Gorn. - Thi. work, (of 
which 150,009 copies have been sold ) is als. 
re-printed in Fifteen Two-penny Numbers; 
or, in Qne Volume, Price 3s. bound in 
boards. 


——— — 





TO THE 


Peorte or Enenanp, ScorTianp, 
AND IRELAND. 


Mr. Cobbett?s Arrival at New York 
and Long Island.—Answer to the 
Standers Published against Mr. Cob. 
bett after his Departure from Eng. 
land. — Stamp-Office Humbug.— 
Journey from London to Liverpool. 
—Disagrecable and Perilous Voyage 
by Sea.—Remaurks on Emigration. 
-—Plentiful and Happy Lives of the 
People in America.—Why not the 
same in England'— We do not want 
to change the Laws or the Form of 
the Government in England.— We 
only want our Rights.—Legal right 
to resist Oppression.—Answer to the 
base Morning Chronicle. 


Long Island, State of New York, 
May 8, 1817. 


My BELOVED CouNTRYMEN, 


I PROMISED you, in my No. 14, 
dated in London, on the 21st of March 
last, that I was about to exile myself 
only for the purpose of being able to 
continue my exertions in our glorious 
cause ; accordingly I have hardly re- 
covered from the rocking of the waves, 
when [ sit down for the purpose of 
convincing you that J am not unmind- 


ful of that promise ; that 1 might ful- 





fil which promise, I have retired, for 
the present, to an Inn in this Island, 
at a distance of thirteen miles from 
the city of New York, after having 
remained in that city during only 
twenty-four hours, having landed 
there in the evening of Monday the 
5th of this present month of May. 


Before I proceed to any other to- 
pics. it is necessary, that I should re- 
but the basecalumnies which Corrup- 
tion has caused to be published in 
London against me, since my depar- 
ture, and which her agents (of Ocal 
there are many here, as I well knew 
before, and whom I will describe to 
you another time) have already caus- 
ed to be re-published in New York. 
The Times and Courier news-papers 
are regularly sent hither to these 
agents, who, though their az7//is guod, 
do not find it prudent to send forth 
the principles and the assertions of 
Corruption’s press as their own prin- 
ciples and assertions; but, in order te 
serve Corruption as much as possible, 
they faithfully copy, or cause to be 
copied, from Corruption’s press every 
thing that tends to serve her cause ig 
England. 

A ship from Greenock, having had 
a very short passage, arrived on the 
day next after my arrival, and, if 
seems, brought Times and Courigrs 
to the 6th or 7th of dpri/, which wag 
eleyen days later than the day of my 
sailing. From these one or two of 
Corruption’s friends have copied ar- 
ticles containing, in substance, the 
following assertions: First, that my 
son (who was proprietor of the Re- 
gister and other publications) owed 
eighty thousand pounds sterling to 
the government for stamps—Stconp, 
that I had craftily removed to my own 
house at Botley, out of Sir James 
Kempt’s house, in order to defraud 
Sir James of the rent due to him tor 
his House and Farm. | dare say, that 
a thousand other falsehoods . afloat; 
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but, when] have shewn you only these 
two in their true light, I trust that it 
will be unnecessary fur me to occupy 
my future pages with refutations of 


‘these base »ersonal calumnies. 


Corruption’s agents, ' hile they were 
aimine a blow at me before U was 
hardly on shore, did, however, though 
unwittingly (for they are Less keen 


than her hirelings in England ) render 
me a most important service, by re- 


moving all doubt as to the fact of my 
®* LEAVE-TAKING ADDRESS” 
having been pubtished in England, a 
fact with regard to which LI was in the 
greatest possible anxiety. 

In that Address | fully and truly 
stated my reasons for leaving Eng- 


‘land; and well calculated that state- 


ment was to make a deep impression 


‘on the minds of the whole of the peo- 
ple, whatever their political principles 


er notions might be; for, it was noto- 
rious to every one, that my income 
must be immense; and, as tt was ut- 
‘terly impossible for Corruption to fa- 
brieate any crime to lay to my charge, 
the conclusion, in the mind of every 
man, of every party, must have been, 
that I, who understood the laws so 
well and also the intentions of those 
in power, felt that there was no safety 
teft for innocence. It behoved Cor- 
ruption, therefore, to hatch some other 
reason for my leaving the country ; 
for the bare step, even without any 
teason publicly given for it, carried 
in itself such irresistible force, that it 
was enough to make her tremble in 
every limb and joint of her body. 
Upon the receipt of the news of my 


' 
{ 








departure from Liverpool, she seems | 


instantly to have cast about her for 
some cause Other than what she knew 


in great haste, and (as will presently 
appear) very unadvisedly, told the 


committed to paper and sent forth to 
the world. The stamps for the Regis- 
ter amounted to about 1,500 pounds 
a year. So that here are upwards of 
fifty year’s stamps due fer, and my 
son had not been proprietor for mor€ 
than 15 months. Besides, never in 
our lives did we have one single stamp 
without paying for it before tt was taken 
from the Stamp - Office. It is well 
known, that the Stamp-Office gives 
credit to nobody ; and, in short, the 
story was so wholly ridiculous, that it 
could not be believed for half a day. 
Yet. there was a something, which, in 
our absence, might have given a little 
countenance to it fora short time. I 
dare say, that those wise gentlemen at 
the Stamp-Office real/y have such a bill 
against my son! And now, while you 
hear the curious history of this charge, 
restrain your indignation if you can. 

The charge, which they pretend to 
have against my son, is for the en- 
stamped Registers! ‘Though, as every 
manin England knows, they were not, 
in any way whatever, chargeable with 
any stamp duty at all. However, the 
history is very curious, and is well 
worthy of being communicated to the 
world. The first Cheap Register was 
No. 18 of Volume 31, and was pub- 
lished on the 2nd of November, 1816. 
Is it not strange, that, from that time 
to the end of March, no charge should 
have been made by the Stamp-Office? 
Is it not strange, that they should 
have suffered my son to go on with 12 
Numbers in 1816, and with 12 more 
Numbers in L817, together with 10 
Back Numbers and !5 Numbers of 
** Paper against Gold ;” making alto- 


gether 39 Numbers, and of copies 


_about two millions, without making 
to be the real one. And, the Courier, | 


public, that it was not any fear that I 


could have of a dungeon, which had | 
made me set off, but the fear of the | 


eonsequences of a debt of 80,000 
pounds, whieh my edest son owed to 
the government for stamps! There 
was something so utterly incredible in 
this: it was a thing so-entirely impos- 
sible, that nothing but that sort of fa- 
tuity, which flurried fear is so apt to 
produce, could have caused it to be 


{ 


‘ 


| 





any charge; and that, too, considering 
how anxious the government was to 
stop the circulation? Is it not noto- 
rious to you all, that the Magistrates 
were taking up the travelling re- 
tailers, under the hawkers and pedlars 
act for selling without a license, 
though they permitted a// other pam- 
phlets to be hawked without a license, 
not excepting the pamphlets against 
me? Is it not notorious to you all, 
that there were scores of pamphlets 
hawked about against me, sold at the 
same price, printed in the same form. 
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in the same size. and some of them! 


pretended even to have been written 
by myself, 
— for hawking 
hawkers were encouraged ! 
is perfectly notorious ; and, can you 
believe, that means so flagrantly un- 
just and odious would have been re- 
sorted to, if the simple and evsy 


and that. instead of being | 
them, the, 
All this! 


means had existed of demanding a' 


stamp-duty, which, by raising the 
price from two-pence to about eight- 
pence would have checked the circu- 
lation at once must effectually ’ ‘The 
fact is, that the daw was as clear as 
day-light in our favour. The law 
requires a stamp td all papers con- 
tuning news. You know well that 
my papers contained no news; that 
they were mere essays on politics. 
Upon this ground all the other pam- 
phiets proceeded, and, you will never 
hear of ¢thetr being charged with a 
debt for stamps. But, there is also, 
by the same law, a pamphdet duty. It 
is this: that for every pamphlet three 
shillings for each sheet contained in 
une of its copies shall be paid; so that, 
a pamphlet of one sheet pays three 
shillings, a pamphlet of two sheets, 
six shillings, and so on to LU sheets, 
after which the work is considered as 
abook. If you print 100 copies of a 
pamphlet, you pay the three shil- 
lings, and, if you print 100 thousand 
copies, you still pay only three shil- 
lings. This is not intended as a duty, 
but as a compulsion upon you to carry 
one copy of every paimphiet to the 
Stamp-Office, and there enter it weth 
residence, Kc. in order 
that the Government may have an 
eye upon all the pamphlets that are 
published! With this part of the 
ad my son very scrupulously eoin- 
plied; and now you shall hear a tale 
that will puzzle you to tell, whether 
it ought to make you to laugh or to 
curse. 

When the first of the unstamped 
numbers was carried to the Stamp- 
Office, and a copy presented, with the 
three shillings, both were received, 
agreeably to the law ; but by the time 
that the second was presented a dis- 
covery had been made, that the work 
was producing effects such as had not 
heen expected; and, we were told, 


| 
| 
| 
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that the Board, that is to say, the 
Commissioners, could not receive the 
work as a pamphiet at present; but, 
that they had It unuer their constuera- 
‘ton. ‘They continued tu give this 
answer ‘till some time in } ebruary, 
that is to say, during the pubiicatien 
of about 17 or 18 Numbers. At iust, 
the parliament being met, we resolved 
to see shat this Board was made of, 
and, if possible. to quicken their ca- 
pacity Of considering. ‘io this end, 
a friend and myself went with one of 
the Numbers to the Stamp-Office, and 
sent ina Notification, in writing, te 
the Commissioners, thut we were 
come, on the part of William Cobbett 
Junior to enter a pamphlet of such a 
title, and to pay the duty for it; and 
that we re jues ed to be permitted sO 
to do. or be admitted to the Board to 
hear the reasons of our not being per- 
mitted to enter the pamphiet. 

This appeared lo pose the wise 
men. We got no answer for some 
time. The cierks went backwards 
and forwards in great apparent agi- 
tution. At last, we were admitted te 
** their Honours,” one of whom, in @ 
tremulous voice, addressing himself 
to me, said, that they had laid all the 
pamphlets before the Altorney and 
Solicitor General, ‘* Thank you, 
** Sir.’ said 1; ** but, itis not on the 
‘** question of dide/, or no libel, that 
‘my son wishes to have a decision, 
‘It is of your reason, if you please, 
“for not receiving his pamphiet, 
** agreeably to the law, and to the duty 
which that luw positively inposes 
upon you, that he wishes to be in- 
‘formed.’ They then said, that 
they had their dows, whether they 
ought to receive the publication as a 
pamphlet, or not. It was in vain, that 
I pressed them to state ‘he grouads of 
their doubts; it was in vain that I 
asked how the doubts came tu Aare 
arisen afler the recervwng of the first 
Number ; it was in vain that | ex- 
pressed my surprize at the length of 
time which it had taken to clear up 
any doubts that cou Id have arisen in 
so ‘simple a case, and that, tuo, aided, 
as their Honours were, by the acute 
powers of the Attorney and Solicitor 
General. 1 could goad them into no 
explanation; but, at Pan I pushed 
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them so hard, that they came to this 
promise, that no advantage should be 
taken of my son with regard to whal 
was already passed. And, thus the 
affair remained at the time of our 
leaving Londen. But, from the story 
which has now reached us through 
that mfamous vehicle of Corruption’s 
calunmies, the Covuripr, it would 
seem, that the charge has actually 
been tramped up of a heavy debt, 
dire to the Government from my son; 
nor should [I be very greatly sur- 
prized, ifan Exchequer Piecess, upon 
this ground, were instituted against 
him, and, in default of appearance, 
and on proof ef his being beyond the 
reach of the court, if all the mea- 
sures of outlawry were to follow ; 
though it is hardly credible, that a 
prece of injustice, at once so flagrant, 
so base, and so perfectly use/ess, will 
be resorted to by any body, who have 
any portion of shame or of reason left 
im their mmds; and I would fain 
hope, merely for the honour of human 
intellect, that two men, so highly, 
and, indeed, so justly, distinguished 
for legal talent as Mr. Garrow and 
Mr. SHepnerD, will not be induced 
so far to degrade themselves and their 
learned profession. 

It is so well known, not only to 
every lawyer in England, but to every 
bowkseller, every publisher, every 
printer, and, in short, to the whole 
nation, that my Political Pamphlet 
was not at all liable toa stamp-duty, 
that the alledging of this cause of our 
exile must, as I said before, have been 
siiggested by fear ina hurry. The ob- 
ject was to quiet, for the moment, the 
urinds of the people. It was instantly 
felt what a sensation the flight of a 
mun, whose writings were so popular, 
and who notoriously teft such a for- 
tone behind him, must make through- 
out every part of the kingdom. It 
was instantly perceived, that the 
public mind, rushing back at once 
trom so signal an effect to the cause, 
would be filled with indignation and 
rage. And, therefore, though the 
fraud must soon be discovered, it was 
desirable, even for the moment, to put 
forth something to mitigate the sen- 
sation. This, I take, to have been 
the real object in hatching, and’bring- 


ing forth, this charge of a debt, due 
to the government. Not that [ am 
certain, that, if we had remained, this 
charge would not have been really 
acted upon. ‘To silence me, by some 
means or other, had become absolutely 
necessary to the existence (fer only @ 
few months) of the Borough-system. 
To put me into a dungeon, apd te 
deprive me of the use of pen, ink, and 
paper, would have been something 
more odrous and cruel than would 
have been liked to be resorted to. 1 
had sons, well known not to be void 
of talent or of resolution. I had 
| friends innumerable, attached to me 
| too firmly to be easily pacified. Be- 
sides, there were Members in both 
Houses of Parliament, whe would 
not have been silent under the per- 
petration of so crying an act ot in- 
| justice. This, therefore, was a mode 
of reducing me to silence which was 
to be avoided ef possible, and, there- 
fore, shamefal as it would have been, 
the Stamp Seheme might have been 
resorted to, after | had refused, or 
rather had given no answer, to a pro- 
position to see Lord Sidmouth and to 
retire to my estate with a compensation 
for the loss of the income from my 
writings, which was, as I can prove, 
actually the case. I do not assert, 
that his Lorship authorized such com- 
munication; but, I assert, that I had 
such proposition made to me by a 
person, who I believe, and have 
good reason to believe, was authorized 
by his Lordshrp to make it. J gave 
no answer, and while the answer was 
expected, I departed. I did not 
think it safe to give an answer. To 
remain at large in England, and be 
silent, is what I could not have en- 
dured. I should have dred in a month. 
And, the probable consequences of 
the vengeance which would, ¢o a cer- 
tainty, have followed my being shut 
up in a dungeon and away from my 
family, were such as I could not have 
lived in expectation of, without being 
driven to madness. 

The Stamp-Office Scheme was, 
however, very flagrant. The noto- 
riety of the fact, that all other pam- 
phiets of the same size, same form, 
treating of the very same subjects, 


published, like mine, weekly; the 
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notoriety of the fact, that all these 
were freely pubhshed without any 
Stamp, or any attempt ever having 
been made to cause them to pay a 
stamp-duty; this fact being so well 
known would have rendered the pre- 
ceeding extremely odious. ‘Those 
who wished to stop me were well 
aware of this; yet they eould (as 
Lord Sidmouth avowed ) find nothing 
to prosecute as libedous ; nothing that 
they dared to bring by Information 
Ex-oticio before even one of their 
Special Juries. ‘They, therefore, sct 
to work to fine and imprison the iti- 
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traly, a 





nerant retailers, under pretence of | 


their violating the hawkers and ped- 
lars Act, while all oiher pamphlets 
were suffered to be hawked freely, 
and even encouraged so to be hawked 
by those same persons; and, indeed, 
while the sons and daughters of Cor- 
ruption were actually swhsci bing 
large sums to cause pamphiets in ap- 
position to me to be hawked. Nay, 
there were Magistrates, who were 
putting men in prison for violating 
the jiawkers and Pedlers Act in cir- 
culating my pamphlets, who were, at 
the same time, actually subseribing 
to defray the expences of circulating 
and hawking pamphlets written to 
villify all the Reformers, and espe- 
cially me by name. 

When youconsider all these things, 
which are notoriously true; when you 
consider that Loxp SipmouTtu, in the 
House of Lords, when he brought for- 
ward the Bill for faking away all 
safely to our persons, said, that he 
had laid all ** these cheap publica- 
** tions before the Law-Officers of the 
** Crown, and that, he was sorry to 
“‘ say, that they had been unable to 
** discover any thing in them, which it 
** was likely that they could prosecuie 
** with suecess;’ when you consider, 
that he confessed, that he was ashamed 
to be under the necessity of resorting 
to such a measure as the proposed 
Law; when you consider all this, 
you will see, at once, how utterly 
impossible it is, that the charge fer 
Stamp-duty could have the least 
foundation, seeing, that, if that charge 
could have been maintained even in 
appearance, how completely the go- 
vernment could have put a stop to the 
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circulation of even the very first .Vum- 
ber, and, thereby, have gotten rid of 
he so much dreaded pabheation, 
without any of those shameful deeds, 
whieh hay e, at last, heft not the 
slightest veal over the Boroughmonger 
System, which now stands exposed 
m all its nakedness, and is known, by 
every human being, to be, really and 
what 1 need not name. 

But, though it is clear, that there 
was not even any colour for this 
charge, I do not say that this scheme 
would not have been attempted in pre- 
ference to the shutting of me up ina 
dungeon, deprived of the use ef pen, 
iuk, and paper, which the shutters-up 
must have been pretty sure would 
have been followed by swift vengeance 
of some sort or other, and, to prevent 
which vengeanee, by the hands of 
those who would have inflicted it, was 
a weighty motive with me in leaving 
England. A daie-suéé with the govern- 
ment, right or wrong, would have been 
a perilous thing. Expensive at least; 
and, if, in the end, a verdict had been 
given against my son, his lot must 
have been imprisopment for the length 
of the duration of the Borough System, 
unless he had been ransomed by my 
st/ence, seeang the ** Crown-Debtors,” 
as they are called, are not entitled to 
the benefit of the insolvent act! Yer, 
they were afraid of this daw suit. it 
must have been public. There anist 
have been discussion about it. There 
must have been a jury. There must 
have been the charucter of a judge ex- 
posed. ‘The plotters of the scheme 
were quite aware of our capacity to 
defend ourselves. In short, it was a 
thing to be avwided. But, the moment 
they heard that we were off, it vecur- 
red to them to put forward this charge; 
and, for this reason, that it was better 
io make the world believe, that we 
had ded from a Debt, than it was to 
leave it to beheve, that we, who un- 
derstuod Jaw and politics and the real 
imtentions of the Boroughmongers so 
well, were sincerely convinced, that 
there was no safety lefteven for men the 
most innocent. Our flight must neces- 
sarily give a sudden shock to men’s 
minds; it must neeessarily have set 
the most ‘thoughtless to thinking ; it 
must necessarily have made the most 
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hardened supporter of Corruption be- 
vin to reflect on the possible ultimate 
consequences of all the measures of 
violence which had been adopted, and 
which were then in,the course of being 
adopted. Therefore, even the Stamp- 
Office charge, ridiculous as it was, and 
short-lived as must have been any be- 
lief in it, presented itself as preferable 
to the leaving of the impression as it 
was; for, what must have been the 
unpression produced by the fact of a 


man’s falling from an income of fen: 


thousand guineas a year / What could 
have produced such an effect but the 
almost certainty of a dungeon? Un- 
less, indeed, there had been some 
crime eapable of being proved against 
me, which there was not; asd, which 
there could not be, without the aid of 
filse witnesses, and, though I have no 
doubt, that there were men willing to 
produce such, I should not have been 
at all afraid of them before a Common 
Jury. Inshort, it was seen, that, un- 
less the Stamp-Office charge were re- 
sorted to, my flight would be imputed 
wholly and solely to a well-grounded 
conviction, that there no /onger re- 
mained any safely for innocence, if ac- 
companied with talent, a hatred of 
the Boroughmongers, and public spirit 
sufficient to make that hatred known; 
and, therefore, that charge was resort- 
ed to as soon as it was found that I 
wes fairly gone. 

As to the charge, that I owed rent 
to Sir. JAMes Kempt—the rent, due 
at my departure was for one Aalf year, 
that is 150 pounds! A pretty sum for 
me torunaway from, who was recely- 
ing a profit ef 200 pounds a week! 
Besides, there were 20 acres, or more, 
of most excellent Swedish Turnips on 
the farm, pulled up and laid in rows. 
There was a siack of Hay worth near- 
ly 100 pounds. There was a thresh- 
ing machine fer which [ had paid Mr. 
Kempt himself 60 pounds. ‘There 
were fixtures in the House, for 
which I had paid him more than sixty 
pounds, I believe, besides a great deal 
which I had added. . The Turnips, in 
ordinary years, would have been 
worth 200 pounds. There were hot- 
bed frames in the garden worth 30 

pounds. ‘The vile hirelings in Lon- 
don pretend ilat | had moved my re- 
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sidence from Kempt's place to my 
own with the design of being off. And, 
for what purpose? Could not my 
coods be seized in one place as well 
as in the other, for any thing except 
his rent, and that was too foolish to 
be thought‘’of. Besides, I removed 
in October last. The facts are these: 
when IJ left prison, in 1812, I thought 
it prudent to quit so darge a House as 
my own was, and to lessen all my 
expences. I, therefore, took Mr. 
Kemp's place, which had a neat lit- 
ile Gentleman’s House on it and the 
best gardens in the country, having 
nearly three quarters of a mile of high 
Wal/s, for fruit trees. But, not hay. 
ing either sold, or let, my own place, 
which I had kept in very good order, 
and where my plantations and shrub. 
beries had grown up to a fine height 
and became very beautiful, I re. 
solved, in October last (seeing that | 
was then in no doubt as to my means} 
to return to my own nice and spaci- 
ous House. ‘Ths was done in a very 
slow manner. My servants were 
more than a month, first and last, re- 
moving the goods; and the library 
was still in the other House, until! 
went home, for three days, at the time 
of the Portsdown Meeting, which was 
in february. So, I leave you to 
guess how s/yly and secretly this work 
was carried on. As to the story of 
my having ¢enjgured Sin JAMES 
Kempt’s place, IJ had a lease for 14 
years, and ] am the ¢enant std/l, uwn- 
less my Attorney has chosen to give up 
the place. I had laid out more than 150 
younds in purchasingand planting the 
wals and garden with all the finest 
soris of peaches, nectarines, apricots, 
plumbs, cherries, pears, and apples; 
and, as another proof of my _ sly 
scheme to run away, 1 had employed 
an excellent gardener (DowsE 0! 
Waltham Chase) from .Vovember (0 
March, solely in pruning and nailing 
the trees and vines in these gardeps 
of Mr. Kemper; and, [| have ne 
doubt but the fruit of this very year 
will be worth more than the rent ol 
the whole farm. ‘The Vines against 
the walls, which bore nothing searcely 
before I went to the place, | made. by 
my management, bear half a ton ol 
scrapes. ‘There were three vines 
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, grape-Heuse, which bore the first | 


<ummer I went there, owing to the bad | 


management before, only five or six 
bunches of grapes. I cut out two of 
chem, leaving one, and, the last year, 
that one bore more than 300 pounds of 
grapes, which, with twenty-shillings- 
worth of fuel to hasten them on, 
would, if Il had sold such things, have 
ald for fifty pounds sterling, though 
the stem of the vine was not so 
big as my wrist. I trusted nobody 
to prune this vine but myself. While 
| was at home, in February last, | 
think I pruned it. If I did, and if 
only common attention be paid to 
it during the summer, the weight of 
the grapes will exceed S500)bs. and 
they are the finest and largest | 
ever saw. My excellent friend, Mr. 
Brown, of Peckham Lodge, measured 
one single grape from this vine, wlfich 
was three inches and three quarters in 
circumference. I mention these things 
toshew what pains I had taken with 
these gardens, where I grew as great 
aweight of mefons as was grown mM 
any 20 gentlemen’s gardens round the 
country ; where [ had very large 
walter melons, which I never saw in 
England except in my gardens. In 
short, | never sat myself down on any 
spot in my whole life, without causing 
fruits and flowers and trees (if there 
was time ) and all the beauties of vege- 
tation to rise up around me. ‘The decsure 
hours, which too many others spend 
round the card table, or over the bot- 
tle, or in sauntering about, I and my 
family have spent in gardening, farm- 
ing, in the sports of the field, or, in 
reading books upon those subjects ; 
and, | can solemnly declare, that | 
have never, even for one single even- 
ing found any houseso pleasant as my 
own, and that I have never known, at 
hy own house, one single tedious hour. 
Chearfulness and a capacity for great 
exertion you can have only with 
health, and that blessing is not to be 
enjoyed without early rising, tempe- 


iance, and exercise, especially the two | 


farmer. I was two years in a prison 
for expressing my indignation at the 
logging of English Local Militia Men, 
‘n the heart of England, under the 
fuard of German Troops. During 
‘ne whole time I never had even a 


b 
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head-ache for a moment, though I 
wrote 5 large Octavo Volumes in 730 
days, including that series of Letters, 
which have stnce become so celebrated 
under the title of ‘ Paper against 
Gold,’ and which Letters have given 


| the deepest of all the stabs that Cor- 


ruption has received. 

1 am aware how far I have digress- 
ed here; but, as far as related to Mr. 
KEMPT’S estate, minute as these facts 
are, they were necessary ; and, as to 
my mode of life and the employment 
of my leisure hours, the facts may be 
not unuseful to those young men, wha 
may desire to know the means, by 
which one man has been able to do so 
much in so shoria space oftime. Tu 
be always in health is the first thing ; 
and, by health | do not mean merely 
the absence of the Doctor ; but the ab- 
sence also of even a muddled head ; 
and, to insure this blessing, if the con- 
stitution be sound, you have only 
(barring aecidents) to rise early, eat 
moderately, and drink nothing that 
produces even exhilaration. There is 
a Latin maxim, which says, that 
“Wine speaks truth.” This must have 
proceeded from some drunkard. That 
truth is not worth much, which requires 
strong drink to bring it forth. A state 
of intoxication is a state of temporary 
insanity ; and, really, for my part, I 


prefer the company of a harmless 


madman to an habitual drunkard, and 
would almost as soon confide in him 
for any purpose whatever. 





May i6th, 1817. 

Having now shown how false and 
base these two charges against me 
were, [ shall proceed to give you seme 
account of my voyage. [ and my two 
Sons, WiLurAM and Joun, set off from 
London early in the morning of Sa- 
turday, the 22nd of March. We 
reached LiTcHFIELD that night, and 


| LiverpPoor the next night about ten 


| 





o'clock. Of the whole country, through 
which we passed (and all of which was 
very fine) we Were most delighted 
with the ten miles from DUNCHURCH to 
Coventry, in Warwickshire. The 
road very wide and smooth; rows of 
fine trees on the sides of it; beautiful 
white-thorn hedges and rows of ash 
and elm dividing the fields; the fields 
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so neatly kept; the soil so tich; the | 
herds and flocks of fine fat eattle and 

sheep on every side; the beautiful 

home-steads and numerous stacks of 
wheat! Every object seemed to say : 

here are resources! Here is- wealth! 

Ilere are all the means of national 

power, and of individual plenty and 

happiness! And, yet, at the end of 
these ten beautiful miles, covered 

with all the means of affording luxury 

in diet and in dress, we entered that 

city of Coventry, which, out of twenty 

thousand inhabitants, contained at that 

very moment, upwards of eght thou- 

sand miserable paupers ; a fact, which 

we well knew, not only from the Peti- 

tion just presented to the parliament, 

but also from a detailed offietal ac- 
count in manuscript, which I had in 
my possession amongst my papers in 

London; and one of the Members for 

which formerly public-spirited, though 

now miserable City, BuTrERWORTH, 
had voted for all the recent measures of 
government, and had been one of the 

most active, though the most szenté, 

enemies of the cause of Reform! 

As we proceeded on through Staf- 
fordshire and Cheshire all the same 
signs of wealth and of the sources of 
power, on the surface of the earth, 
struck us by day; and, by night, those 
more sublime signs, which issued from 
the furnaces on the hills. ‘The cause- 
ways for foot-passengers. paved, in 
some instances, for tens of miles to- 
gether, as well, and more neatly, than 
the streets of London are paved; 
the beautiful rows of trees, shading 
those cause-ways; the canals winding 
about through the vallies, conveying 
coal, lime, stone, merchandize of all 
sorts; the immense and lofty woods 
on the hills; and the fat cattle and 
sheep every where: every object 
seemed to pronounce an eulogium on 
the industry, skill, and perseverance 
of the people. And, why, then, are 
those people ina state of such misery 
and degradation ? We knew the cause 
before, and so did you. The fat cattle 
and corn do not remain in sufficient 
quantity-amongst those who, by their 
various toil, produce them. The far- 


mer, instead of giving to his labour- 
er, a sufficient share of what is pre- 
duced, is compelled to give it to 
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the tax -gatherer:; the tax - gatherey 
hands it over to the government; the 
government hands it over to theFund. 
holder, the Sinecurisi, the Pensioner, 
the Military Department, the Place. 
men, &c. It is the same with the 
Master-manufacturer and the Master. 
tradesman, who, instead of giving 
their work-people a sufficient quantity 
of money to enable them to share jn 
the fat cattle and sheep, are compelled 
to give that share to the tax-gatherer, 
Hence it is, that the far greater part 
of these things go away from the spot 
and_ the neighbourhood where they are 
raised to be eaten by those who receive 
the taxes and by those who atiend upon 
them. The taxes are carried away in 
the pockets of the taxing people; and, 
the waggons and barges carry the 
corn, the butter, the cheese, and their 
own legs carry the cattle, pigs, and 
the sheep, afler the taxes. Accordingly, 
we met, every few miles, droves of 
fat oxen, pigs, and sheep, marching up 
towards the grand resort of the Fund- 
holders and Boroughmongers, and 
others who live upon the taxes. 

I do not inculcate here, and, as 
you know well, [ never have incul- 
cated, the notion, that there ought 
to be no faves. There must be govern- 
ment; and government cannot exist 
without money. But, what we con- 
plain of is, that so much is taken from 
the mass of the people, tiat they have 
not enough left to support life with 
any degree of comfort ; that those in 
the middle ranks are daily becoming 
poor; and that the Journey men and 
labourers are starving, or existing in a 
state closely bordering upon starva- 
tion. We contend, that this is a state 
in which our forefathers did not live; 
we contend that this miserable state 
has been produced by our having been 
deprived of the right of choosing our 
representatives in parliament ; we have 
shown that this right belongs to us; 
we have legally, peaceably, and most 
humbly prayed to have this right re- 
stored to ws; and, the anszer we have 
received are the measures, which I 
need not describe to you, who feed the 
eilecis of those measures. 

On the Sunday evening we entered 
the noble county of Lancaster, which 
has shown so much talent, public 
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wirit, just sentiment, resolution, and 
perseverance, ‘in these dreadfully try- 
ing times. We were serry that night 
overtook us before we arrived at War- 
ainGTON ; for, above all things, we 
had a desire to see aS much as we 
could of the people of this famous 
county, where every hamlet is a vil- 
lage, every village a town, and every 
town a city. At Liverpoor, how- 
ever, we hada specimen of the men 
of the county; and, I say with 
pleasure and gratitade, that I never 
met with so many men, in any year 
of my life, for whom I felt friend- 
ship and admiration, as I met with 
in Liverpool in the space of three 
days, though my time was very much 
occupied with my own affairs, and 
though I sought no occasion to appear 
in public. 

On Wednesday evening, the 27th 
of March, we embarked on buard the 
ship Importer, D. Oapren master, 
bound to New York, where we ar- 
rived on the 5th of May, with about 
40 steerage passengers, farmers and 
tradesmen, who were fleeing from ruin 
and starvation. [n all respects that 
can be named our passage was disa- 
greeable; and, upon one occasion, 
very perilous from lightning, which 
struck the ship twice, shivered two of 
the masts, killed a man, struck several 
people slightly, between two of whom 
I was sitting without at all feeling the 
blow. Some of our fellow passengers 
have found great disappointment; and, 
it is stated in some of the public papers 
here, that many hundreds have, dur- 
ing the last year, accepted of the offer 
ofour Consul at New Yorksto go and 
settle in Canada. You know, that I 
have never advised any body to emi- 
grate. I have always said, that it is 
ho place for manufacturers; no place 
or men to live without work; no 
place for a farmer who does not work 
himself; no place, in short, for aay 
oe Who is not able and willing to 
Work at the ordinary sorts of work, 
but, for such men, there is every 
Where a plentiful, happy, and easy 
life. None should come, however, 
who have any views of idleness ; and, 
even for the industrious poor, I see no 
reason why they should expend their 
last shilling and undergo all the mi- 
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series and dangers of a sea-voyage in 
order to save those who eat the taxes 
the expence of their share of poor- 
rates. A man and his wife and a 
child or two cannot come under an 
expence of 35 guineas, at least. A 


single man about 20 guineas before he 


gets intowork again ; and, as I always 
said, I never would, if | were in the 
place af such a man, expend my earn- 
ings on asea-voyage and endure all its 
hardships, in order to remove one eye- 
sore out of the way of Corruption. 
Besides, there is the climate, which is 
not so good as ours, though it is not 
bad, and though people often live to 
an old age. The country is good, 
but, it will easily be conceived, that 
new faces, an entire new scene, a se- 
paration from every friend, work done 
in quite a different way from what it 
isin England; it will easily be con- 
ceived, that all this makes such a dis- 
location in a man’s mind as to make 
him very unhappy for awhile. ‘Then, 
he cannot expect to find work the firsé 
day. He must ask first, at any rate. 
Englishmen are sheepish ; and, if they 
meet with any little rebut, they are 
disgusted, at once, with the whole 
country; and, they are sure to find 
rascals enough here to foster their dis- 
gust, merely for the sake of serving 
the cause of Corruption at home. In 
short, | advise nobody tq emigrate, 
but I will truly describe the country 
and the people. As to emigrating 
with a view of settling and farming in 
the new countries, it is neither more 
nor less than downright madness. It 
is what our English farmers know no- 
thing at all about; it is what they are 
not at all fit for; and the far greater 
part of all such speculations end in dis- 
appointment, if not in ruin and pre- 
mature death. I hope that our be- 
loved country will shortly be fit for an 
honest and industrious man to live in; 
but if any farmers come with money 
in their pockets, my advice is, not to 
give way either to enthusiastic admi- 
ration, or to instant disgust. But, to 
stop a little; to look about them ; to 
see not only after good land, but 2 
good market for its products. The 
Western Romance writers tell us, that 
the land in the Ohio is fo00 good; but 
Mr. Mecuisu, in his valuable bock, 
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tells us, that beef and pork sell for 
three half-pence a pound. An excel- 
lent country for people who want to 
do nothing but eat. Give me Long 
Island, where the land is not foo good ; 
but, where beef and pork sell for about 
eight-pence a pound (I speak of Eng- 
lish money) ; where good hay sells for 
five pounds a ton; and where there is 
a ready market for every species of 
produce. One thing above all: if an 
English farmer (1 mean by English, 
people of the whole of the united king- 
dom) comes here, with money in his 
pocket, let him resolve to keep tt there 


for a year; and then he will be sure 


to do well. 

All that [ see around me here is 
well calculated to attract the attention 
and to please the sight of one like my- 
self, brought up in the country, ai- 
ways greatly delighted with, and some. 
what skilled in, its various and pleas- 
ing and healthful pursuits. The peo- 
ple are engaged busily in planting 
their Indian Corn. The Cherry Trees, 
of which there are multitudes, planted 
in long avenues, or rows, or round the 
fields, have dropped their blossgm and 
begin to show their loads of fruit. 
The apple and pear orchards, in extent 
from one to twenty acres on each farm, 
are in full and beautiful bloom, The 
farms are small in extent ; no appear- 
ance of great riches amongst the far- 
mers, and not the smallest appearance 
of wantamongst the labourers, who re- 
ceive, in the country, about two shillings 
and three pence (our money) a day, 
with board and lodging, and which 
board consists of plenty of excellent 
meat and fish of all sorts, the best of 
bread, butter, cheese, and eggs. That 
you may form some idea as to prices of 
living I will state a few facts, which 
have already come within my own 
knowledge. We are at present, at an 
Inv, 13 miles from New York.  [t is 
on the main road to that city. Scarcely 
an hour in the day passes without a 
carriage of some sort offering for going 
thither, and to go by the regular stage 
costs three shillings. Mind, I shall 
always speak in English money, when 
I do not speak of dollars. We lodge 


and board in this Inn, have each a bed- 
room and good bed, have a room to 
sit in to ourselves, we eat by oure 
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selves; and it really zs eating. W, 
have smoaked fish, chops, butter, any 
eggs, for breakfast, with bread (the 
very finest I ever saw), crackers, sweet 
cakes; and, when [I say, that we have 
such and such things, [ do not mean 
that we have them for show, or just 
enough te, smell to; but in loads, 
Not an egg, but a dish full of eggs, 
Not a snip of meat or of fish; but 
a plate full. Lump Sugar for ovr 
tea and coffee; not broke into little 
bits the size of a hazle-nut; but jn 
good thumping pieces. For dinner 
we have the finest of fish, bass, mack. 
arel, lobsters; of meat, lamb, veal, 
ham, &c. Asparagus in plenty ; apple 
pies (though in the middle of May), 
The supper is like the breakfast, with 
preserved peaches and other things, 
And for all this an excellent cider 
to drink, with the kindest and most 
obliging treatment, on the part of the 
Landlord and Landlady and their sons 
and daughters, we pay no more than 


twenty-two shillings and sixpence a 


week each. In England the same food 
and drink and lodging atan Inn would 
cost us nearly the same sum every day, 
But, there are two things, which no 
money cau purchase any where. ‘The 
first is, no grumbling on the part of 
the landlady, except on account ef 
our eating and drinking Zoo little ; and 
the other is, that Mr. Wicetns has no 
fastening but a d5té of a chip run in over 
the latch of the door to a house whichis 
full of valuable things of all sorts, and 
about which we leave all our things 
much more carelessly than we should do 
in our own house in any part of Eng- 
land. Here, then, are we able to live 
at an Inn, one of the most respectable 
in the whole country, at the rate of 
59 pounds a year, while the pay of the 
common farming man is. not muc 
short of that sum. 

All this is the effect of good govern- 
ment; of just and mild government, 
which takes so little from the people 
in taxes, that they have the means 
of happiness fully left in their hands. 
In short, the life which the people lead 
here appears to be very much like the 
life that their and our old forefathers 
led in former times, as described '9 
the book of the honest old Chancellor 
Fortescue, in the passage which ! i» 
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grted in my Register, in my letter 
to the men of Norwich, dated on the 
\6th of January last ; and which pas- 
sage I will again insert here, for it ts 
yorthy of being written in letters of 
old. The object of the Chancellor, 
who was writing a series of letters to 
the Prince, whom he expected to be- 
come King of England, was to con- 
since him that a people must be happy 
or miserable in proportion as they 
were in possession, or deprived of, se- 
curity for their persons and their pro- 
perty. After describing the insecurity 
ofthe people of France, in those days, 
fom the arbitrary laws under which 
they lived ; after describing the life 
that they led, their beggarly dress, and 
their meagre cat-lap food, he turns, on 
the other hand, to describe the effects 
of what he calls that political mixed 
government, which prevailed in Eng- 
land ; and after speaking of the secu- 
rity which men in England had_.for 
their persons, he proceeds thus to 
speak of the security which they had 
for their property, and of the plenti- 
ful and happy manner of their lives : 
“* The King cannot despoil the sub- 
“ject without making ample satis- 
faction for the same; he cannot, 
by himself or his ministry, lay 
taxes, subsidies, or any other impo- 
sition whatever, tpon the subject; 
he cannot alter the laws or make 
new ones, without the express con- 
“ sent of the whole kingdom in Par- 
lament assembled; every inhabi- 
tant is at his liberty fully to use and 
enjoy whatever his farm produceth, 
“ the fruits of the earih, the increase 
“ of his flock, and the like; all the 
“improvements he makes, whether 
by his own proper industry, or 
‘ those he retains in his service, are 
‘hisown to use and enjoy, without 
‘ the least interruption, or denial of 
‘any. if he bein any wése injured 
* he shall have his amends and satis- 
faction against the arty offending. 
' HENCE it is that the inhabitants of 
England are rich in cold ane silver, 
"and all the ne cessar ies and conve nl- 
— ences of life. J ‘hey drink no water, 
unless at certai: ! times , Upon a reli- 
sious Score, and by wav of doing 
Pennance, They are fed in great 
—&Cundance, with all sorts of Aesh 
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and fish, of which they have plenty 
every where; they are clothed 
throughout, in good woollens ; their 
bedding and other furniture in their 
houses is of wool, and that in great 
store ; they are also well provided 
with all sorts of household goods, 
and necessary implements for hus- 
bandry ; every oneaccording to his 
rank, hath all things which conduce 
to make life easyand happy.’ And 
after this he observes, that these are 
the effects of laws, which are founded 
upon the principal, that a ‘‘ king ts 
‘+ given for the sake of the kingdom, 
‘© and not a kingdom for the sake ef 
‘6 @ king.”’* 

‘Such was the life which the common 
fore-fathers of ourselves and the 
Americans led. You know but too 
well how different the life is which you 
lead now ; and it is hardly necessary 
to ask you the reasons why those our 
brethren, who are descended from the 
same fore-fathers, lead the happy life 
which I have described, while we (for 
I never shall separate myself from 
you) lead a life of such wretchedness 
and degradation. ‘The truth is, that 
the immediate ancestors of the inha- 
bitants of this country brought over 
the laws of England written upon 
their hearts, and, in spite of all at- 
tempts to efface them, whether by open 
violence or by sneaking fraud, they 
have had the wisdom and the courage 
to preserve them in their purity, only 
making such alterations as to the ap- 
plication of their excellent principles 
as the state of the country and other 
peculiar circumstances required. This 
is the cause, and the only cause, of 
this people being happy while we are 
miserable; this is the cause why the 
Americans lead the happy life that 
their fore-fathers led, and that we led 
the miserable life that the fore-fathers 
of the French people led under tho. 
sway.of the ancestors of the present 
Bourbons. 


It is not, therefore, you see, the- 
mere form of government, the mere 
name by which a government is called, 
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* See FortTrsque’s Eulogium on the Laws 
of England, Chapter xxxvi. 
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that makes the difference to the peo- 
ple. Whether the chief magistrate be 
a President or whether he be a King is 
of small importance. That which 
deeply affects the people and which 
tends to produce their happiness or 
misery, is the code of laws under 
which they I-ve, and particularly that 
part of the laws which renders secure, 
or in-secure, the property and persons 
of the people. Happy as the people 
of even this island are; plentiful and 
easy as is the life which they Icad; 
their life does not exceed in happiness 
and ease the life which our forefathers 
Jed four hundred years azo, or the life 
which we ourselves might now lead 
under a kingly government in Eng- 
land. <Atthe time when old Fortescue 
wrote, England was not in its happiest 
state for those days. . There had been 
a@ sanguinary contest for ihe crown, 


between the Houses of York and Lan- 


caster; and the Chancellor was himself 
in exile when he wrote his celebrated 
book, which book has beena book of 
authority amongst lawyers, wherever 
the English laws have been in exis- 
tence from that day to this. Let no 
one say, then; let no one make you 
believe, that your fore-fathers were 
prowling savages or filthy beggars ; 
and it is a calumiy upon us and our 
cause, to pretend that our object ever 
has been to alter the form of our go- 
vernment. A thousand times over, 
have I said, that we wanted nothing 
new. I say so still. . We want the 
laws of England. We want no inno- 
vation. We want to destroy neither 
Kings, Nobles, nor Church. -We want 
the laws of England, and the laws of 
England we wiil have. We caw trace 
back to no time when England was 
without a King, without Nobles, and 
without an established Church. We 
wish to destroy none of them now; 
avd, if their destruction come in cen. 
sequence of the struggle whic: we are 
compelled to make for the recovery of 
our jostand undeniable rights, be the 
fault upon the heads of those who 
persevere in refusing us these rights; 
who answer our arguments and our 
respectful and humble petitions by 
** shaking the halter in our faces, and 
* rattling in our ears the keys of the 
* dungeen.” 
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Permit me to request you to bear jn 
mind, that it is the Constitution of 
England that we contend for. There 
isa new sort of phraseology in use, 
against which you ought always to be 
upon your guard. ‘The laws of Sco. 
land were very different indeed from 
those of England, before the union of 
the two countries. They are so litjle 
to acertain extent, and when these 
gentry talk about the Brétish Consti- 
tution, be you assured that they have 
a reason for prefering that word to the 
word English. Since the Union with 
Ireland these persons talk about the 
Constitution of the United Kingdom, 
Their meaning is, that we are to take 
and mix up with our laws all the bad 
that existed in the laws of those two 
kingdoms, and that did not exist in the 
English laws, instead of our admitting 
the people of those two. Kingdoms, as 
ought to have been the case, to a par- 
ticipation in all the benefits of the 
Knglish law. You never hear any of 
our opponents tuake use of the words 
English Constitution. They seem to 
have forgotten that there was any such 
athing. But it is our business not to 
forget it; as we necd not, sceing that 
we have all the charters, declarations 
of right, and ancient law-books to re- 
fer to. To the English Constitution, 
therefore, we will stick ; and that, I 
trust, we shall bave at no distant day. 
I have been intimately acquainted with 
every distinguished Refermer in bog- 
l.nd; and [ never in my life heard 
one of them express a desire to see 
any alteration made in the form of the 
Government. Our opinion has iva- 
riably been, that it was not a question 
so much which was in theory the best 
form of government, as which form of 
government was most likely, with the 
least risk, to secure the property aud 
persons of the people, to preserve the 
independence, and to uphold the cha- 
racter and power of the country. Nor 
do I believe that there was a single 
man in his sober senses in England; 
do not believe that there was one ma" 
out of the million and a half or twe 
millions who petitioned for Reform, 
who was actuated by any other 910 
tive than that of obtaining a real am 





. . + it 
fair representation of the People , 
| Parliament, So that all that our oo 


473] 


mies 
s1gns 
the a 
them 
sertio 
respo 
mann 
Engle 
conve 
sands 
one, 
befor 
the v 
ever | 
leave 
spok: 
me s 
can | 
tainet 
ment 
to ac 
to pa 
But, 
slo} 
trine 
ably 
ably 
justic 
on ti 
mons 
the H 
cial ¢ 
tant 1 
ed, § 
guide 
my | 
stanc 
self, | 
act. 
Re 
inher 
ackn. 
land ; 
ple o 
insta 
king 
COND 
COND 
deny? 
Doct. 
impee 
tried, 
the_} 
the ce 
perso 
libell. 
THE J 
Gron 











he 


th 


473] 





mies have asserted about witerior de- 
jens is as false as the hearts in which 
the assertion originated. We defy 
them to the proof, without which, as- 
sertion is worth nothing. I havecor- 
responded in the most confidential 
manner, with thousands of men in 
England upon public matters. I have 
conversed confidentially with thou- 
sands. I hereby give leave to every 
one, to whom I ever wrote, to lay 
before the Ministers or to publish to 
the world any letter of mine, how- 
ever private its subject. I hereby give 
leave to every one to whom I ever 
spoke to repeat what he has ever heard 
me say; and, if credible testimony 
ean be produced, that I ever enter- 
tained a design to overturn the govern- 
ment in its present form, I am willing 
to acknowledge myself atraitor, and 
to pass for such to the end of my life. 
But, RESISTANCE OF OPPRES- 
SION is another matter. The doc- 
trine upon that subject I hold agree- 
ably to the laws of England; agree- 
ably to the decision of her courts of 
justice ; agreeably to the impeachments 
on the part of the House of Com- 
mons; agreeably to the decisions of 
the House of Lords in its solemn judi- 
cial capacity ; and, as to this impor- 
tant matter, that doctrine, so ground- 
ed, shall be my constant guide, which 
guide I will follow, to the utmost of 
my power, in whatever way circum- 
stances may enable me to act my- 
self, or to engage or induce others to 
act. 

Resistance of oppression is a right 
inherent in every people; it is a right 
acknowledged by the laws of Eng- 
land; it #s a right upon which the peo- 
ple of England have acted in many 
instances, especially in the reign of 
king Jonn, that of Ricuarp THe Se- 
conn, and that of James tue Se- 
cond; it isa right for the publicly 
denying of which, in a sermon, a 
Doctor of the Church of England was 
impeached by the House of Commons, 
tried, found guilty, and punished by 
the House of Lords ; it is a right for 
the calling of which in questicn many 
persons were punished as seditious 
libellers during the reigns of Wini1aM 
tut Turrp, of Queen Anne, and of 
George tux First. In the reign of 
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CHARLES THE SeconpD, the gallant and 
learned SipNey was tried, condemned, 
and executed for having maintained in 
writings, found in his bureau, this 
right to resist oppression. But, the 
Judge (the bloody Jefferies) who tried 
him, was, in the next reign knocked 
in the head by the populace, having 
disguised himself in a sailor’s dress ; 
the Royal Family who sanctioned 
and who prompted the base murder, 
were driven from the throne for ever ; 
and the Parliament afterwards passed 
a law declaring the judgment against 
SipNEY to be contrary to the law of 
the land, declaring it to be unjust, de- 
claring the Judge to be corrupt and 
the jury pezjured, and annulling the 
whole of th. yroceedings. 

Thus, then, it cannot be denied, 
that, agreeably to the laws of Eng- 
land, the right of resisting oppresston 
does exist. Indeed, such a right must 
exist in every people, or that people 
must be completely enslaved. They 
must acknowledge the right of a 
despot, or despots, to treat them like 
cattle; or, they must contend that 
they have a right to resist at some 
point.or other. ‘The Bourbon Royal- 
ists say, it is the duty of a French- 
man to cry: ‘‘ vive le Rot, quand 
* méme”! You see these words 
sometimes in the Times news-paper, 
the proprietor of which has a monthly 
stipend from the Bourbons. The 
meaning of them is this: ‘* God save 
** the king, though even” ; that is to 
say, ‘* God save the king, though 
© even he should order me to be skin- 
** ned alive.” But, baseness so brutal 
as this is not acknowledged by any 
other men, that 1 ever heard of, 
theugh the sons and daughters of cor- 
ru, tion in England would fain incul- 
cate the doctrine. 

Seeing, therefore, that men must 
necessarily be slaves, brute slaves, or 
possess the right to resist oppresston, 
the next thing to be considered is, in 
what cases that right ought to be acted 
upon. It is very certain, that every 
individual man ought vot, upon kis 
own bare opinion, to set himself up in 
resistance of the persons in authority ; 
but, it is equally certain, that there 
isa point, beyond which the endurance 
of a people ought not to go. Sup- 
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pose, for instance, the Congress of 
these United States were to pass what 
they might call a /aw for taking one 
half of every man’s preperty from 
him, and for giving that property to 
their own families, mistresses, bastards 
and supporters ; suppose they were to 
pass another thing that they might 
calla law for punishing with worse 
than instant death every man who 
should complain of these measures; 
suppose they were then to pass ano- 
ther thing that they might call a law 
for taking away the people’s voice at 
elections and for enabling the Con- 
gress to elect and re-elect themselves. 
If such measures were to be adopted 
by the Congress, would it not be time 
to think about putting the right of re- 
sistance zn force throughout these 
States? I guess it would; and so, I 
am sure, the ‘people of these States 
would guess, long before things ar- 
rived at this pitch. 
sort and mode of resistance, the peo- 
ple would, doubtless, be guided by 
circumstances, and would employ 
every spectes of means, which fell 
within their power, open or secret, 
just as an individual is justified, in the 
eye of the law as well as in that of 
honour, in using any sort of decep- 
tion or weapon against another who 
unlawfully attempts to deprive him by 
force of his money or his life ; and, it 
was upon this principle, that a gentle- 
man in [reland was knighted by the 
Prince Regent, in 1811 or 1812, for 
having stabbed several house-breakers 
with a carving knife. It is very well 
known, that Georces went from Eng- 
land to France for the express purpose 
of killing Buonaparté, which he ac- 
tually attempted to do; it is well 
known that he was executed for that 
attempt; and, it is well known, that 
the Bourbons have enobled his family 
on account of the loyal attempt of 
Grorces. Buonaparté was repre- 
sented asan Usurper and an Oppressor. 
This representation was not true; but, 
that is of no consequence to our argu. 
ment, which is built upon the ground 
of the existence of oppression, which, 
we contend, justifies the use of any 
means in the resistance of it; and, for 
this reason, that Oppression neces- 
sarily implies the use of amy mcans 
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which the oppressors may stand j, 
need of for the effecting of their py;, 
poses. If, for instance, the Congres, 
in the case above supposed, were j, 
murder scores of men in the same way 
that Sioney was murdered in the rejg, 
of Charles the Second, would not the 
people of these States have a right to 
kill the tyrants by any means withjy 
their power? In what other way 
could they resist: the oppressors ? The 
people of England invited over , 
Dutch Army, and employed it against 
James the Second. ‘They were ready 
to beseige towns, and to burn them 
down if necessary, in order to make 
their resistance of the tyrant success. 
ful. And, in short, it is clear, that 
when the point is once settled, that 
oppression does really exist, there are 
no. means within the reach of the peo. 
ple that they have not, both legally 
and morally, aright to employ against 
the oppressors, as far as is necessary 
to put an end to the oppression, and 
as far as is necessary to the ends of jus. 
tice unmixed with vindictiveness. 
Such is the doctrine relative to the 
right of resisting oppresston, which 
doctrine, I repeat, is recognised by 
the laws and usages of England: has 
been acted upon in various instances; 
and stands sanctioned and recorded in 
the proceedings of the Courts of Jus- 
tice and in those of the two Houses of 
Parliament. Upon this doctrine | 
shall act, whenever I think the time 
for acting is arrived. But, I do not 
pretend, at present, to offer any 
Opinion as to the fact, whether op- 
pression does really exist or not. 
would fain hope, that the measures, 
which have taken away the personal 
safety of every man in the kingdom; 
which have placed every man at the 
absolute mercy of any one of the 
Secretaries of State ; which have made 
of no effect the most precious of all 
the fundamental laws of the land: | 
would fain hope, that these measures 
will be of short duration, and that 
reason and justice will resume thell 
sway in my native country 5. 20 
this hope should prove fallacious, 
for my part, will not be amongst the 
first to adopt, or recommend, acts ° 
resistance, either open or secret. 
andthose of my sous, who are cap* 
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ple of action, will again respectfully 
indhumbly petition the Prince Regent 
fr a redress of those grievances, 
gbich we feel in common with the 


| est of Our countrymen, and for a 
i storation to those rights, which we 


jave proved to be our due. If that 
Petition be rejected, it will then re- 
gain for us to consider what path our 
yst rights and our duty to our king 
gid country call upon us to pursue. 


Ww. Cogeetrt. 


N.B. Since writing the above, I 
hve got the MORNING CHRONI- 
CLE of the 31st of March. Mr. 
Prrry, Who was always famed for 
foul play, could hardly be expected to 
doless than back-bite me, whom he 
lared never face. ‘This mean, malig- 
nant, and mercenary man affects to 
believe, that the Stamp-Office charge 
against my son had something of jus- 
tice in it; and, thereupon, in his old, 
hacknied style, he blames the Ministers 
for neglecting to demand the money 
sooner! What baseness is this! He 
knows, that we owe not a farthing. 
He knows perfectly well that the 
whole story is a deception, and he 
knows the motive of the deception 
too. And yet he has the baseness to 
treat itas a reality! He imputes to 
me mercenary motives. Very mer- 
cenary to flee from the receipt of ten 
thousand guineas a year! Mr. Perry 
and | wished for the putting in of the 
Fox Ministry, in 1806. The first 
thing that 1 did, as soon as my friends 
Verein power, was to apprize them 
of my resolution to have no place or 
profit under the government ; and the 
lst thing that Mr. Perry did was 
6 secure himself a place of 1,200 
suneas a year! Let the people of 
Eogland judge between us.—A gentle- 
Man of fortune in England, has au- 
thorized a friend of mine to write to 
he, that, if money will facilitate my 
‘urn, it shall not be wanting. I 
*g this gentleman te accept of my 
an thanks. But, I am here in order 
* p to make England a place fit 

a all to live in ; and, as to money, 
thers left behind me three times us 
“uch as will pay all I have ever ovweil. 
the Borough-mongers, or their 
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agents, proceed to confiscate, under 
whatever pretences, my engagements 
to individuals must, of course, go un- 
fulfilled. It is a calamity which 1 
cannot avoid; but, I will endeavour 
still to make good all those engage- 
ments, in which I have no fear of 
success. But, as to money, all the 
money in the world shall never induce 
me to remain silent until the Borough- 
mongers do their nation justice, and 
that too, upon the principles of the 
Hampshire Petition. That was the 
only Petition that I ever signed in all 
my life; and by that Petition J 
mean to abide. The Borough-mon- 
gers are, I perceive, still increas- 
ing in uneasiness about the press. 
They must come to the open un- 
disguised Censorship at last, or they 
will not hold it out another year. The 
Censorship of the Magistrates and of 
the Stamp-Office, and the Libel Laws, 
together with the new Treason Law ; 
these are very ingenious and searching ; 
but they willnot do. There must be 
a downright undisguised Censorship of 
the Press, as there is of the Playhouses. 
There must be an office for examining 
beforehand, and for suppressing, or 
permitting, publications of all sorts. 
This is all that is now wanted to ren- 
der the thing quite perfect. And, yet, 
even this would not keep up the sys- 
tem for three years.—The act giving 
to the Ministers the absolute power of 
imprisonment EXPIRES on the first 
of July. It will be renewed, be you 
well assured, and under a promise to 
repeal it as soon as Parliament shall 
meet again; that is to say, ‘* if the 
country be ¢ranquil ;’ but, as that 
tranquillity will never come, until a 
Reform of the Parliament shall take 
place, so the act will be in force as 
longas the Borough-mongering System 
shall remain. Indeed, the personal 
safety of the people is now wholly in. 
compatible with the existence of that 
system. The system is now at open 
war with the personal safety of the 
people ; and, one or the other must be 
put out of existence. There is no- 
thing, therefore, so contemptible as 
the conduct of those, who have affected 
to oppose the Absolute-power-of-im- 
prisonment Act, while they also op- 
pose Parliamentary Reform, This 1s 
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shcer hypocrisy; or, it is folly in the 
extreme. Inysome instances it isthe 
latter; but, in most instances, it is 
decidedly the former. . The people 
want the rights of choosing thetr re- 
presentatives ; and, if this be refused 
them, they do not, if I know any 
thing of their disposition, care one 
straw, whether there be, or be not, 
any personal safety for any body. 
In my total ignorance of what the Bo- 
rough-mongers may be doing with re- 
gard to my property of any sort, or 
with regard to my eldest son’s pro- 
perty of books and copy-rights, I 
cannot say any thing positive as to 
what will, or can, be done by me re- 
Jative to individuals, with whom I, or 
my son, may have any unsettled mo- 
ney affairs. But, this I can say, and 
by this [ will abide; that, as all the 
world knows, the Borough-mongers 
have taken a great fortune from me and 
my family, and, that Iam no more 
answerable for the consequences, with 
regard to pecaniary engagements to 
individuals, than a man would be who 
should engage to run arace on acertain 
day, and whosé legs:should be cut off 
before the arrival’ of that day. Sup- 
pose, for instance, that the government 
of this country, were to pass a law 
to put an instant stop to the use of the 
steam-boats, and another law to give 
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itsclf the power of imprisoning th, 
proprietors of steam-boats at it’s ples. 
sure, would any just man say tha, 
those proprietors were morally bound 
if they had the good fortune to eScape 
into some country of justice, to toi 
there all their lives, in order to make 
good any engagements thdt they migh; 
have contracted with individuals dy, 
ring the time of theie being pro. 
prietors of steam-boats? No juy 
man will answer in the: affirmative. 
Still, I will do my best to make up fo; 
the confiscations of the Borough-mop. 
gers; but, I hereby publicly give no. 
tice te every person with whom I may 
have any pecuniary engagements, that, 
if they proceed to any acts of leza| 
malice; that if they give any obstruc. 
tion to the performance of any thing 
that may be to my advantage, and tha 
may tend to alleviate in some smai| 
degree, the blow which the Borough. 
mongers have given me in a pecuniary 
way ; I hereby solemnly give notice to 
all such persons, be they who they 
may, that I will not. only never pay 
them one single farthing if I should 
have heaps of money, but that, on the 
contrary, I shall consider them, as 
aiders and abettors of the Borough. 
mongers, and that, whenever the day 
of justice shall arrive, [ will act to- 
wards them accordingly. 
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